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The Ten Commandments: film set to
be biggest box office hit in Brazil
history

Film adaptation of TV success comes amid Brazil's fast-growing
evangelical movement - and it's already sold five times as many
pre-sale tickets as Star Wars

A The Ten Commandments has sold three million tickets before its first screening in Brazil. Photograph: PR

The shepherdess’s hand lingers on the glistening skin of her décolletage, as Moses
watches, entranced, from a nearby haystack.

The strings of a plaintive love song start to swell. “Tired of waiting ...” a voice
sings in Portuguese, in this distinctively Brazilian take on the Book of Exodus.

With over three million tickets sold before its first screening - five times as many
pre-sales for Star Wars: The Force Awakens - a new film of The Ten
Commandments opened on Thursday on a third of Brazil’s cinema screens.

It looks set to be one of the biggest box office hits in the country’s history.

Almost the entire film is edited from the 176 episodes of the first part of a soap
opera of the same name, broadcast on the Record TV network between March and
November of last year.

The Ten Commandments was one of the biggest TV success stories in recent
years, doubling its ratings during its run and trouncing the offerings of its major
rival, Globo, Brazil’s biggest TV network.

At the film’s premiere in Rio de Janeiro, director Alexandre Avancini attributed its
phenomenal success to its blend of drama, comedy and romance.



